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April 2: The Colombian news media reported that police dismantled a modern coca processing
lab in Yocoto, Valle de Cauca department. The lab's processing capacity was 100 kg. per day. In
the same operation, three drug trafficking suspects were arrested. According to police sources,
thus far in 1990, police have dismantled 50 coca processing labs, arrested over 800 persons on drug
trafficking charges, and seized nearly 9,000 kg. of cocaine.
April 3: Mexico's federal highway police reported the arrest of two drug trafficking suspects, and
the seizure of a half ton of marijuana on the highway between Manzanillo and Ciudad Mier. Federal
judiciary police of the state of Jalisco in Mexico reported seizures of 505 kg. of marijuana in "the past
few days." Seven persons were arrested.
According to Colombia's National Police, seven policemen were killed in a 24-hour period in
Medellin after drug traffickers offered rewards for murdering police. In addition, police killed seven
gunmen in attacks Monday and Tuesday.
The Medellin drug ring reportedly offered nearly $4,300 for each policeman killed in Colombia,
and $100,000 for the murder of each member of the National Police anti-narcotics strike force. As
of April 3, none of the 2,000-member special force had been killed. Bogota (Colombia) newspaper
El Espectador announced that because of threats from drug traffickers, editorials supporting
government action against the drug ring leaders had been suspended until the government could
provide safety guarantees for newspaper editors and staff.
Police in Medellin, Colombia, confirmed Tuesday morning the kidnapping of Liberal party senator
from Antioquia department, Federico Estrada Velez. Assistant police chief Col. Carlos Alberto
Avendana said there was no doubt that "The Extraditables" were responsible. Avendana noted that
in recent public statements, Estrada Velez had expressed opposition to any attempt by the national
government to enter into direct dialogue or negotiations with drug trafficking organizations.
April 4: Colombian President Virgilio Barco said Pablo Escobar, leader of the Medellin drug ring,
will not be extradited to the US if he turns himself in to Colombian authorities. Barco made the offer
during an interview with the RCN radio network. The president said, "Mr. Escobar has said that
he is going to give himself up, and I say that if he surrenders I guarantee the judges will judge him
with complete impartiality." Escobar faces no drug trafficking charges in Colombia. Instead, he faces
several murder charges. Colombian officials reported that drug traffickers killed at least 12 police
officers in and around Medellin.
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April 5: Colombian local news sources reported that soldiers captured six persons suspected of drug
trafficking links during a raid on a farm located in Valparaiso, Caqueta department. The soldiers
reportedly destroyed a cocaine processing lab on the farm, and confiscated about 45 kg. of cocaine.
Police in Bogota, Colombia, defused a truck bomb containing more than a half-ton of dynamite
parked in a wealthy neighborhood on the city's north side. The bomb had reportedly been planted
by drug traffickers hoping to destroy several blocks of the neighborhood during the morning rush
hour. In Medellin, Colombia, Sen. Federico Estrada, 63, who was kidnapped by drug traffickers April
3 was released unharmed. Gunmen working for the Medellin drug ring killed another policeman
in that city, bringing the total to 15 since April 2. On Thursday night, the Colombian government
asserted that it will continue to "stand firm" in the drug war.
April 6: In Colombia, "The Extraditables" promised to escalate their war against politicians and
industrialists. The government's resumption of extradition of drug suspects to the US, said the drug
traffickers in a communique, was not their only concern: "Our principal motive for war will be the
torture, murder and disappearance of our colleagues." AFP reported that suspected drug traffickers
shot and killed five more police in Colombia, bringing the death toll to 18 since Monday. The latest
murders occurred in Medellin. In Apartado, Antioquia department, unknown assailants shot and
killed detectives John Jairo Cardenas and Luis Paez, who were protecting labor leader Jesus Alirio
Guevara.
April 8: Mexican anti-narcotics police reported confiscation of more than 90 heavy calibre weapons,
hand grenades, cartridges, 14 vehicles and more than a half ton of marijuana in the past 24 hours
during simultaneous operations in the states of Chihuahua, Tamaulipas, Baja California, Oaxaca,
Chiapas, Puebla and Guanajuato. Forty persons were arrested.
April 9: In London at a world anti-drug conference attended by delegates from 112 nations,
Colombian President Virgilio Barco said that action aimed only at producers and dealers had
failed. He welcomed increased interest in broadening the anti-drug "fight" to include consumption
reduction. Earlier in the day, when Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher opened the conference,
Britain offered Colombia another $7.2 million to fight drug smuggling.
Urging participants to prepare for "years of patient effort," Thatcher said Britain was also making
a further $1.6 million available for Britain's Caribbean dependent territories to fight drugs. Britain
had already committed $33.6 million for the next three years to help 22 nations in the anti-drug war,
Thatcher added. UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar called on governments to "unite all
forces" to prevent drug use as well as trafficking. He estimated that at least 40 million people use
drugs worldwide, feeding a system with a turnover of $500 billion a year. Italian Interior Minister
Antonio Gava said Interpol has calculated that cocaine seizures in Europe increased from 1.5 tons
in 1986 to 6.3 tons in 1989. Seizures in the first quarter of 1990 reached four tons. Gava added that
estimates of global production at 700 and 800 tons per year were likely too low.
April 10: In London, Peruvian anti-narcotics chief, Juan Zarate Gambini, said Peru produces 65%
of the coca leaf used to produce all cocaine consumed throughout the world. He asserted that his
government's struggle to control coca cultivation is in vain unless the industrialized nations act to
regulate the use of chemicals used in cocaine processing.
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April 11: A global drug summit ended in London, with 112 nations calling for action to reduce
demand and supply, and actions to remove "false glamour" from drug use. Delegates rejected drug
legalization. While disagreeing on whether drug abusers should be punished, they did support
alternatives to prison for abusers who desire treatment. US delegates asserted that users must
be held accountable. Delegates from The Netherlands said drug abusers should be treated like
alcoholics or smokers.
Disagreement was also noted over programs to make sterile needles available to drug users to
reduce the spread of AIDS. The US was opposed to provision of sterile needles. The 35-point
statement released at the end of the three-day conference sponsored by the United Nations and
Britain noted that the drug market was no longer virtually confined to wealthy industrialized
nations, but had spread to the Third World. The statement said drug education should begin at
the primary school level. The declaration committed delegates to giving higher priority to fighting
drugs on all fronts reducing demand, eliminating the cultivation of illicit crops and drug trafficking,
preventing misuse of the financial and banking systems, and promoting effective treatment and
rehabilitation. The statement said, there should be "no safe havens for the proceeds of drug
trafficking."
Dr. Don C. Jarlais of Beth Israel Hospital in New York, a member of the World Health
Organization's steering committee, said developing countries, particularly Thailand, Argentina and
Brazil, had all reported HIV infection rates among drug injectors of 40% or more in the last three
years. Colombian police reported that a jailed gunman nicknamed "Blue Eyes" has confessed to
killing Colombian journalist Jorge Enrique Pulido last October in exchange for $55,000 from the
Medellin drug ring.
In La Paz, Gen. Lucio Anez Rivera, commander of the Bolivian military's Special Anti-drug Force,
told the Fides news agency that Bolivian cocaine is being rerouted to the US via Argentina and
Japan, because the US has virtually closed traditional routes through Central America. He said an
investigation of the new route led to major seizures of cocaine by Bolivian and Argentine police.
Anez Rivera said the drug is processed in labs in Bolivia's Amazon jungle, and then shipped to the
US via Argentina and Japan. He also noted the growing frequency of reports that cocaine was being
exchanged for weapons in Bolivia. (Basic data from AFP, 04/07/90, 04/09-11/90; Notimex, 04/03/90,
04/08/90, 04/10/90; Xinhua, 04/02-07/90; AP, 04/03-05/90, 04/11/90)
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